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INTERVIEW WITH
R. NIRRUSHAN

With the Big Maich just around the corner
the Ternion saw it fit to interview R.
Nirrushan, who will lead the College First X/
Cricket team on the field this year.

When did you start playing cricket at
College?

| started playing cricket at College when |
was in Upper 3. The Under 11 house
matches were my first experience of cricket
at College. | ended up being the vice
captain of the De Saram House team.

Was there any particular reason why you
decided to take up playing criclet?

| always had a love for cricket and
whenever | picked up a bat, it just felt right.
Though cricket is a very popular sport in
school and even the country for that matter,
| started playing purely because it came
naturally. | 6ve heacds
and got to captain the various age group
teams while growing up, and cricket was
something | always enjoyed.

Why do you think the Big Match is such a
special event at College?

I think one ofthe main reasons is because it
brings a lot of the old Boysand Past
Cricketers together. A lot of people look

forward to it and the Big Match is much
more than just a cricket match. The cricket
is of a high standard, two of the best school
teams locking horns for a prestigious shield.
There is so much at stakegeputations and
bragging rights for the whole year are
decided on the outcome of the match. All of
this combined definitely make the Bg

Match a very important event h the school
calendar.

What dd it feel like to win the Big Match in
your fresher year?

| consider myself one of the luckiest
Thomians to have made my debut in a Big
Match we won. In the 129 encounters
played, we have won only around 32
encounters and to have made my debut in
one of those matches is something |
consider very special. In 2007we had a
great team and we outplayed the Royalists
in all departments winning by a massive
margin. We went into the match as
*a\?ouriteso all(nd vgaﬂ@od dout %fxltpw?nrqelrs, a
thrilling experience.
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How did you balance your cricket with What ds vy o urrplayeps being able o

tennis, studies andother responsibilities? to challenge the umpireés
One thing | always kept in mind during my Being a batsman I really think being able to

school life is that sports, especially a sport challenge the umpireds de
like cricket, is very unpredictable, however idea. You can afford to make only one

studies are permanent and a lot in the mistake while batting, and having to go off

future depends on what you do in the class. the field without making that mistake is

It never was esy to balance all my really horrible. Even the bowles are
activities but I t hi n kinconvebienced at ptimast wheré batsmen wo r k
hard in everything you do. My parents are clearly out but t he
constantly reminded me that it was been able to see it. | feel even the umpires

important to continue to make progress realize that they have made a wrong
academically as well as in my sports. | was decision at times, and if there is a way d

very lucky to have good teaches who correct that error, it can only be a good

helped me with my studies as during the thing.

cricket seasonnclassoul dnot be ) .
around sixty percent of the time. They Do you have any role models as a cricketer

ensured that | had no doubts about all the Well my favourite batsman has got to be

lessons | missed and | really owe a lot to Sachin Tendulkar. He has been able to do

them for all their support. things no one has dreamed
more i mportant is that h e
consistently. Scoring runs against the best

teams in the world and performing when

his team needs him the most.

All'in all | think there is no use being good
only in sports or studies. It is important to
be able to strike a balance between studies
and extra curricular activities.

What is your take on Twent20 cricket?Do How has the College First XI team faired this

you think itds a wisesea?oﬂ?ea to play such

matches at schoolével? ltds been an interesting ¢

like any of the past years where we have
been one of the dominant teams in the
schools tournament. The age group
changing from Under 20 to Under 19 has hit
us hard and we have only 3 coloursmen this

| think Twenty-20 cricket is the improved

version of Tests and One Day Internationals.
Everyone enjoys it and more people are
drawn towards the game because of its
exciting and unpredictable nature.

year . Despite all of this
However Twenty20 cricket at school level proud of is that the team has always stuck
i s n fetbestt &F ideas because players to it and never given up. We have had an
should first learn the basic techniques up and down season but we have been
properly. If you learn only to playing improving and our performances against
aggressively right from the start you may the stronger teams have been good, and the
not be able to adjust to playing Test and freshers have performing very well.

One Day cricket against good teams.

"Honaur isn't about making the right choices. It's about dealing with the
consequences."”

Midori Koto
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Wh at
Match?

can we expect

The Big Match isall about how well the
team can handle pressure, and the team
that performs to its best on that day will win
regardless of its past record. Even though
we are considered to be underdogs | believe
that we can prove a point out there and win
the match.

We waild like to wish the Thomian team the
very best of luck as they take on the
Royalists from the 12 to the 14" of March

at the SScC.

Inter House Swimming Gala 2009

The Inter House Swimming Gala was held
from the 11" to the 13" of February and
drew many spectators as it has done in
years past. This year Buck House won with
a runaway margin scoring 461 points, over
50 points ahead of second placed De
Saram. The meet saw many young talented
young swimmers emerge and the overall
champions of each age group ee listed
below

U-9 D.K. Dias and M.K. Wickramaratne

U-11 |. Kahandawela and J.D.
Thanjaratnam

U-13 M.A. Induruwa and S. Jayathillake
U-15 D.N. De Mel
U-17 S.K. Wickramaratne

U-19 B.A.C.A. Perera

f r o m IrtehHoase Athéetics Mest 2089 ¢

The Inter House athlets Meet was held on
the 3“ of February and a special feature of
this times Sports Meet was that it was held
during school hours, enabling students to
see their own classmates competing in
various events.The Chief Guest for the event
were Mr. Sunil Peirs, a dstinguished old

boy of College and Mrs. Maneesha Peiris.

There were many noteworthy performances
throughout the meet but special mention
must be made of Athletics Captain L.R.F.
Beruwalage who won the 100m, 200m and
Long Jump seeing off some stiff pposition.
S.1.J. Cabraal also performed exceptionally
well in the Under 20 long distance events,
winning the 5000m, 3000m, and 1500m in
style

However it was the staff races that drew the
most attention and the races were delayed,
due to over enthusiastic students
clamouring onto the track to see their
teachers race each other. Mr. Chaminda
Fonseka won the
Manjula Weeras e k e r a wWo n
race.

The house decorations were yet again very
competitive and there was a lot of colour
added to the occasion by the brightly
coloured tents. The Chinesstyle tent of
Stone House stood out in particular, with
Black and Red dragons adorning the tent.
However it was Buck House who won the
Tent Decorations, with their tentthat took
on the theme ofan Aztec Temple.

The overall shield was won narrowly by
Stone House after a lapse of over 5 years.
De Saram was placed second and Buck,
third.

OHouro has not

to be won; it mu

Arthur Schopenhauer

Menods
t he
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Soccer

The Under 19 Divisional football tournament
was played out on Friday the 18 of

February and the Cbege Team emerged
champions of the tournament beating
Science College 4© and Lalith

Athulathmudali MV 31 on penalties after

the game ended nil all. L.S. Lihinikaduwa
was the hero for College scoring a hat trick
in the first game and then saved 3 penales

in the second fixture. They will now play in
the Zonal tournament which will be held in

March.

First Xl Cricket

With the Big match just around the corner
the First Xl cricketers have shown improved
performances  against some  tough
opposition in the monthof February

Vs Wesley

S. Thomasd di smissed
total pf 91 runs in the first innings where
Chamod Pathirana picked up 4wickets.
Then they scored a quick 128 losing only 3
wickets, guided by Faheem Saleem who
scored 50. After putting the Vésleyites into
bat again, they dismissed them for 79 runs,
this time Lalindra Peiris doing the damage
taking 4 for 10. College reached their target
of 42 runs with ease, losing only 1 wicket.

Vs. St. Josephs

The College Team bowled well in the first
innings to dismiss the Joes for 248, Chamal
Fonseka picked up 5 for 60. The Thomian
team failed to shine with the bat however

and were dismissed for scores of 105 and
113 resulting in an innings loss for the

College Cricketers.

Vs. Dharmasoka

S. T h o mel & ftotal ®f@2B2rruns in the
first innings and then bowled the opposition
out for 115 runs; Chamal Fonseka did the
damage taking 4 for 26 with his leg breaks.
The Dharmasokians put up a better
performance in the second innings and
scored 190 for the losf 5 wickets, to hold

on to a draw.

Vs. St. Peters

The team performed well against the
Peterites who have one of the strongest
teams in the ongoing Schools cricket
season.

Batting first, half centuries from Faheem

Saleem (78) and Chamod Pathirana (55)
saw College reach a respectable total of
265. The Peterites racked up 364 runs for
the loss of 6 wickets . Chamal Fonseka took
5 for 60. In the second innings College were

Vi/z?Bsfdr S With f:a%éem §alee?nh580ﬂn% 78

once again.
Vs. Trinity

Played at the College gounds the match
drew many spectators and the College team
put up the decent performance for the large
crowd.

Trinity made 244 batting first, Saleem
picked up 4 wickets. College made 158
thanks to another half century by the in
form opener Faheem Saleem.rihity batting
for the second time made 92 for 4 before
declaring, Pathirana picked up 3 for 29.
Batting in the second innings College were
40 for no loss when stumps were drawn.

OWho sows virtue reaps honar.6

Leonardo da Vinci
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January

14" The Thomian Basketball team ended as runnexsp at the final of the All-Island Under-19 Basketball
Championship, which was worked off at Asian International School against D.S. Senanayake College, with
the scorecard reading 6563.

February
2" The College Swimming team participated in the National Age GrouRelay Championships held at the
Sugathadasa Pool. The College team emerged a close second to
Joseplts College

g™ The annual Hewisi Band concert under the title of Cultural Collabo
organised by the Hewisi Band of SThomas' Gllege Mount Lavinia
was held onthe CollegeChapelSteps

15" The Annual Inter House Atletics meet, Organized by the
Athletes of S. Thomas College, was held at the College Big club
grounds. The Chief Guest for the event was MrHerbie
Wanigathunga. Buck House dominated the meéy winning the best
overall house championship shield. The award for the best decorated
house was won by Stone house

15th, 16th & 17th The annual Trinity Thomian cricket match held at the Asgiriya Stadium was won by
the Thomians by 8 wickets while thalebate, and the service featuringchoirs from both schools, were held
at Trinity College, Kandy

22nd & 23rd The English Literary and Debating Society participated in the 3rddnnual Debating
tournament organized by the Law Faculty of the University of @ambo. The B Team managed to enter the
semi finals while the A Team emerged victorious at the finals by defeating Royal College

28" Milan Fernando broke the Thomian bowling record by taking his tally of wickets in the season to 103
in 21 matches the highest by a Thomian in a cricket season.

March
7", 8" & 9™ The Thomian team performed brilliantly to clinch an emphatic sixtpoint win at The Novices
Swimming Meet which was held at the Sugathadasa Stadium

13", 14" &15™ tatea¥ O Zel LAY Ligited Dver Encnunter/
The 129th Battle of the Bles which was held at theSSC grounds g i -

) o . ]l
ended in an anti climatic draw as rain ended the match.

0]

Dialoe
29" RoyalThomian One Day Cricket Match for the Mustang's Trophy
was played at the P. Sara Stadium (Oval) Grounds. Th b
Thomians defeated the Royalists by 2 widts in their limited over
cricket encounter.

OA hundred years cannot repair

Proverb
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April
9" The end of the 1st term. 3

26" In its first match of the Singer Shield UndeR0 Division One Rugby =

tournament held at the Big Club Grounds, the College team beat St
Anthony® Katugasbta 14-10 to bring back the Rev. Fr. Angelo Rossati¥
Trophy after a lapse of three years

May

3 In its next match on home turf, the Thomian rugby team pulled off afii S B A
stunning victory to bring down deIX9eThalvictoggmeank thenpi on s
team has regained the Archibald Perera Memorial Trophy

6™ 2nd Term begins.

7", 8" & 9™ The College Athletic team emerged runners up at the Zonal athletic meet which was held at
the S. De S. Jayasinghe MV grounds.

13" The College Water #lo team emerged runnersup at the Under20 Water Polo Championship for
2008, which was worked off at the Police Sports Club Swimming Pool, Narahenpita

17" The rugby match against Trinity, held at the Bogambara Stadium, was one in which a bit of last
minute luck for Trinity led to a Thomian loss, with the score reading 13.0 in favour of Trinity.

June

20M The annual ICT Day named REVTEK 2008 was held at the College Hall from 2.30pm onwards. The

Chief Guest for the day wadir. Sriyan de Silva Wijeyarate, the Country Manager of Microsoft Sri Lanka.

The theme of this year was 6Computing in the Cloud. d
21% The rugby match between S.Thomas' College and Royal College was held at the Royal College Sports
Complex in which the Thomian side failed to regairhe trophy

July
18" The annual school prize giving was held at the College Hall from 4.30pm onwards. The chief guest for
the day was Dr. Palitha Kohana who is the Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

20™ A concert titledd fie Mu s i Alw@ys There" directed by Mr. Vinodh Senadeera and produced byr.
Jith Peiris was performed by Nuovo Vita and the All Thomian Choir at the Mount Lavinia Hotel

August

26M, 27", 28", 29", 30" &31% The Colombo District Scout Camporee was held at the ViharahdaDevi
Park. The Thomian Scout Troop participated and won the Colombo District Flag for the Best Scout Troop
September

19"The Western Music Band hel d dattseQbiadranglé concert, oMu:

20" & 21% At the finals of the Lilian Nxon Challenge Shield Debating Tournament organized by Ladies
College, SThomas emerged victorious by defeating Colombo International School

OWhat is left when honour is lost@

Publilius Syrus
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22" The Kala Ulela (cultural festival) organized by the Sinhala Literary Society was held at the College
Hal | from 2.00pm to 6.00pm. The theme this year was
Rodney Warnakula.

27" The Annual Royal Thomian Tennis encoter was held. The Thomian unded5 team secured the
victory of its division. The Under 17 and 19d¢ams unfortunately lost both divisions giving the victory of
the encounter to the Royalist

October

13" and 18" The annual water polo encounter between S. Thomas Colleg
and Royal College for the Dr. R.L. Hayman Challenge trophy splashed off
the Suwathadasa Stadium. This was the 17th battle between the two’"
schoolsThe two underl5 games were sadly one sided, with the Royalist
gaining the upper hand, and the scoreboard eventually read 1-P and 13
6. In the under- 19 match the Royalists, left the scag at 10-4 in their favour
at the end of the first leg

14" The annual Vani Vizha organized by the Hindu Students Union was held at the College Hall from
2.00pm onwards.

18" The second leg of the annual water polo encounter between S. Thomas College Rayal College for
the Dr. R.L. Hayman Challenge trophy also ended in defeat,-Blto Royal

24™ The Quiz Club of S. Thomas College held its annual Inter School Quiz at the College Hall. Royal
College Colombo emerged the winners of the competition, while
Gateway College emerged runners up.

95" THOMIAN REGATTA
25" The 35th Annual Royal Thomian Regatta resulted in the Thomia : : ‘

oarsmen annihilating the Royalists by a 32 8 victory at the Colombo
Rowing Club

November

7" The annual Royal Thomian Basketball encounter for tHeon. D.S Senanayake Trophy was held at the
Royal College Basketball courts. S.Thomas™ College emerged champions to remain unbeaten in the
encounter.

15" Organized by the Art Club of S.Thomas' College Mount Lavinia, Expression in Blue and Black XIlI
Instant Art Competition was held at the National Art Gallery Colombo 7 from 4.00pm onwards.

22" The ceremonial opening of the new basket ball court donated by the
batch of 1991 built near the Lower School block was held. The court was
opened by the Lord Bikop of Colombo Rt. Revd. Duleep De Chickera.

The annual Royal Thomian Hockey Encounter 2008 was held at the College
Big Club grounds. The match eventually went into a penalty shootout
which ended in a tie with both teams scoring 3 goals each.

24™ The annual Royal Thomian Football encounter was held at the Royal College Sports grounds. Our
team fought the Royalists neck and neck losing gallantly by a single penalty-8

OAbility without honour is uselessd
Cicero
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December
7" A thanksgiving service for the newly renovated Chapel of the
Transfiguration was held.

onwards.

9" The annual Colours Nite 2008 was held at the College Hall fronj
5.00pm onwards.

13"& 14" The Christmas producti on ®kgesMouneltavina whith wasc 6 by
organized by the Canto Perpetua Choir of S.Thomas' College Mount Lavinia and directed by Mr. Vinodh
Senadeera was held at the Lional Wendt Theater from 7.30pm onwards

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 2008/2009

Seakd L-R V.R. Ladduwahetty (Editor), A.P.S. Dias (Editor), D.S. Rajasingham (Chief Editor), Mr. H.D. Pere
(Acting Warden),M.W.V.D.T.N. Wijewickremdrs. T. Bartlett ( Teacher in Charge)

Standing L-R M.M. Sepala Dahanayake, W.E.N. De Mel, N. WickramasekeWhE. Wickramasinghe, R. C.
Dalpadado

Absent S.R. Dantanarayana

oHonour and shame from no condition rise. Act well your part: there all the honour ligs.

AlexanderPope



